Mercury in Schools

What is the Hazard or Problem:

Mercury containing devices, mercury compounds, and bottles of elemental mercury are found in most
schools. School staff rarely have the training or materials to properly manage mercury spills. When
released, mercury can volatilize and expose students and staff to toxic vapors. Mischievous students can
steal elemental mercury from unlocked chemical cabinets and inadvertently contaminate entire schools or
homes, resulting in cleanup bills that can be in tens or hundreds of thousands of dollars.

The Solution:

1. Assemble a school-based environmental health and safety team.

2. Perform an inventory of all mercury-containing products and materials in the school.

3. Order non-mercury alternative devices, where possible.

4. Contract with a mercury recycling vendor for pick up, then collect and store mercury items according to
their protocol.

5. Adopt a resolution for mercury-free purchasing.

6. Establish an on-going fluorescent lamp recycling program.

Applicable Regulations/Consensus Standards:

310 CMR 30, Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection hazardous waste and universal
waste regulations.

Who in your Town or School Can Help:

Science teachers, school nurse, school maintenance staff, recycling coordinator, health agent.

Who to contact for free Government or Other Assistance with the Problem:

Department of Environmental Protection, Lori Segall at 617-292-5704 or Lori.Segall@state.ma.us

Office of Technical Assistance, Denise Zambrowski at 617-626-1071 or Denise.Zambrowski@state.ma.us

Further Reading (include Electronic Resources if Applicable):

Northeast Waste Management Officials' Association (NEWMOA):
http://www.newmoa.org/Newmoa/htdocs/prevention/mercury/

Health Care Without Harm:
http://www.noharm.org/mercury/issue

EPA Healthy Schools Environment:
http://cfpub.epa.gov/schools/top sub.cfm?t id=41&s id=30 .

DEP Mercury Resources
http://www.state.ma.us/dep/bwp/hgres.htm
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